
Focus on Fundamentalism Part 2: 

Fundamentalism and Doctrine 

 

Though Fundamentalism is frequently stereotyped as decidedly un-doctrinal, the reality is that 

Fundamentalism owes its existence to an insistent stand on doctrine.  Fundamentalism as a de-

finable movement began with the departure of major denominations from the historic Biblical 

faith.  The major battle grounds were fought over the inspiration of the Bible, the Deity of 

Christ, the reality of the trinity, the historicity of the resurrection and the nature of the work of 

Christ on the cross.  The men who fought these battles were sustained by a deep knowledge of 

true Biblical doctrine.   

 

Unfortunately, deep doctrine has been maligned in major sections of latter generations of fun-

damentalists.  This denigration does not reflect the seriousness that doctrine plays in the history 

of fundamentalism.  Nor does it reflect the necessity of strong doctrinal emphasis for the future 

health of fundamentalism.  Over the next several articles I am going to walk through some of 

the major doctrines for which the early fundamentalists fought.  The early fundamentalists did 

fight.  They fought some incredibly difficult, painful and costly battles.  They fought strin-

gently, ardently and passionately.  They fought with zeal and perseverance.  I think it important 

to be very clear on this point.  The earliest fundamentalists, by and large, were not fighting bat-

tles over influence or prominence or preferences.  They fought battles over doctrine. That doc-

trinal conflict shaped the future of fundamentalism.   

 

Fundamentalism as an identifiable movement owes its inception to a firm commitment to doc-

trinal purity.  Fundamentalism did not begin due to social issues or standards issues.  It began 

over doctrinal, particularly gospel impacting,  issues.  While the issues regarding our cultural 

involvement and our institutional standards are not insignificant they cannot be seen as the 

prime determinants or motivators in fundamentalism.  I would suggest that even in those eras 

of fundamentalism in which standards or extra Biblical issues were seen as primary, doctrine 

was still the crucial, though downplayed, contributor to the issues of those eras.  To rightly un-

derstand fundamentalism we must understand the importance doctrine has played and continues 

to play in our movement.  To say it a little differently, not only was sound doctrine crucial in 

the formation of fundamentalism, strong doctrinal emphasis was also crucial in early funda-

mentalism.  Both remain crucial to the continued existence of fundamentalism. 
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